A reading from the Acts of the Apostles (16:11-15)

Sailing from Troas we made a straight run for Samothrace; the next day for
Neapolis, and from there for Philippi, a Roman colony and the principal city of
that particular district of Macedonia.

After a few days in this city we went along the river outside the gates as it was
the Sabbath and this was a customary place for prayer. We sat down and
preached to the women who had come to the meeting. One of these women
was called Lydia, a devout woman from the town of Thyatira who was in the
purple-dye trade. She listened to us, and the Lord opened her heart to accept
what Paul was saying. After she and her household had been baptised she sent
us an invitation: 'lIf you really think me a true believer in the Lord,' she said
‘come and stay with us'; and she would take no refusal.

The word of the Lord.



